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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

     The 4th of July weekend could not have been more pleasant.  The 
weather was perfect, BBQs were everywhere and even the coastal 
fog did forego its 
annual attempt to 
shroud our treasured 
fireworks.  The parade 
was a hit with the kids 
and adults alike, and 
Karin and I were 
probably the only ones 
grateful for the delay in 
the process because we 
would have otherwise 
missed our position 
#217 in the parade 
lineup (long story).  
Riding in the MKPOA 
car past a cheering and 
waving crowd along the 
parade route was truly a 
magnificent experience 
that fueled a proud 
sense of belonging to this “best little town” in America.    
     And now back to business.  Since we published the MKPOA 
Member Assistance Policy in the April newsletter, the many phone 
calls and e-mails from both builders and residents have proven the 
need for the information and the services outlined in this policy. 
Numerous “Phase I” letters have already been sent addressing both 
tree view obstructions and construction projects. These letters 
acknowledge the stated problem without taking a position on the 
issue, give information on the MKPOA web site, refer to Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQ), and provide access to most CC&Rs in 
Marquez Knolls.  Operating from an informed position, and being  

assured of the MKPOA “Phase II” informal mediation option, most 
neighbors are now able to work out the resolution of the issues 
among themselves.  One construction project is headed for Phase II 

mediation.   
     If you missed the previous publication of the 
MKPOA Member Assistance Policy, you may 
visit the MKPOA web site at 
www.MarquezKnolls.com, go to the “News” 
page and click on the “April Newsletter.”  
     In discussing view issues with MKPOA 
members in recent months, several common 
misconceptions have emerged: 
Myth #1: All properties in Marquez Knolls   
have ”vegetation CC&R” view protection and 
my neighbor must restore my view.  – Not so! 
Some of the lower tracts do not include view 
protection from vegetation and compliance there 
is voluntary.  So be nice to your neighbors and 
ask them kindly to trim their offending trees, 
perhaps offer to pay for some of the cost.  
Myth #2: CC&R View protection from trees or 
structures applies only to properties in the same 
tract.  Properties located in other tracts cannot 

enforce them.  It depends on the CC&Rs, they are not all alike. 
Myth  #3: If the height of a remodel or addition does not exceed the 
ridgeline of the original house, then it is in compliance with the 
CC&Rs regardless of any view obstruction this might cause. – Not 
so!  The CC&Rs do not address height.  The height limit in this area 
is 33 ft. and enforced by the City’s building permit process.  The 
CC&Rs address view detraction or obstruction only without 
consideration of the measurement of height.    
 

MKPOA extends to you its best wishes for a restful and enjoyable 
summer.                                                                     Haldis Toppel 
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The Value of a View 
by Christy Dennis 

         Our quiet community of Marquez-Knolls, nestled in 
Pacific Palisades, and its 23,000 residents are situated 
between Malibu and Santa Monica.  With average 
temperatures of 70 degrees in the summer and 59 degrees 
in the winter, pristine canyons, views of Topanga Canyon 
State Park, and the famed Pacific Coast Highway, or 
simply PCH, —one could say we live in one of the most 
prestigious locations complete with ‘million dollar views’. 
     The tranquility of our home affords us quiet mornings—
birds chirping, owls hooting and crows squawking.  There 
is also the friendly chatter of neighbors on an early 
morning stroll, the whirl of choppers flying overhead and 
the occasional car driving by.  One beautiful day we awoke 
to the sounds of pounding, sawing and shouts from down 
below.  “What on Earth could be going on?” 
     To our utter surprise, a home that was recently 
purchased was being completely gutted—ok, that’s 
certainly acceptable.  Though, the rude awakening came 
days later (as the construction sounds continued from early 
in the morning until just after dusk): three steel beams 
rising above our ocean view.  
      Our tranquil world had just been shattered.  We needed 
help and right away.  We certainly knew about Marquez 
Knolls Property Owners Association (MKPOA), as we’ve 
enjoyed reading the newsletter—but never officially joined.  
So, we contacted the Hotline and spoke directly with Board 
President Haldis Toppel.  We paid the meager $30 
association fee and within hours had a plan of action.  An 
official letter from MKPOA notifying our neighbor about 
the potential view obstruction was delivered. 
     President Toppel came to our home to inspect the 
construction and met with the new homeowner.  Because 
of her swift actions and advice, we also spoke with our 
neighbors below us who are also impacted by the 
construction and got them involved. 
     The issue is still ongoing—but the point is, what is the 
value of your view?  For a paltry $30 a year, MKPOA 
provides a service that is second to none.  We are now 
involved in our community, we receive updates about the 
area and e-mail alerts.      We certainly understand the 
value of a view.  Why not join MKPOA today—an 
envelope is enclosed in this newsletter. 
 

Retired from her executive position in San Francisco, 
Christy Dennis has lived on Charmel Lane for nearly a 
year in the home they affectionately call "George and 
Christy's B & B".  She is a former television news reporter 
with a passion for the environment.  This led her to the 
investigative report that uncovered groundwater pollution 
by a Fortune 100 company and resulted in a $333 million 
settlement and the major motion picture: Erin Brokovich.  
She later joined Pacific Gas and Electric Company as their 
spokesperson.   A journalism graduate of California State 
University, Fresno, she now has a consulting business: 
Media Solutions Associates. 
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MKPOA Board Meeting “Social” 6/16/08: 
Thank you for the very kind invitation to meet the MKPOA 
Board Members last night.  It was heart-warming to see our 
leaders in our neighborhood in action.  You all do wonderful 
work! 

Sandy Wolff 
 

Editor’s Note: All MKPOA residents and members are 
invited to join the summer pre-meeting and refreshments 
from 6:00 pm – 6:30 and attend the subsequent Board 
meeting.   

 

New Membership 
Thank you for sending me the information about MKPOA.  I 
would like to join the association. I am sending the 
information of my property along with the membership fee 
payment today. Thank you in advance for allowing me to 
become a member.   

Seiji Aoyagi 
Weekly LAPD Crime Updates 
Thanks for sending these e-mail alerts.  I have forwarded 
them to our visitors to alert them against leaving any 
valuables visible in their cars.  After reading these alerts, 
they have all taken extra precautions when visiting us on 
Bienveneda. 

David Rose 
 

Palisades 4th of July Parade 
Seeing our hard working leaders in the parade with such 
happy smiles makes me proud to be a member. 

Bob Long 
Mansionization Ordinance  
Recently, the Los Angeles City Council passed the 
Mansionization Ordinance.  Unfortunately this new 
ordinance does not apply to "hillside" communities such as 
Pacific Palisades, including Marquez Knolls.  I understand 
that the Los Angeles Planning Department will begin to 
develop a similar ordinance for hillside areas, such as 
Marquez Knolls.  I urge the Marquez Knolls Property 
Owners Association (MKPOA) to take the leadership 
necessary to ensure that Marquez Knolls residents and 
property owners are informed of what can be done to have 
the Mansionization Ordinance made applicable to hillside 
communities such as ours. 

 Leilani Lattin Duke 
Slow Down Signs on Jacon Way 
We are very pleased with the yellow Slow “Down Signs” we 
have noticed on several lawns on Jacon Way and provided by 
the Marquez Knolls Property Owners Association.  THANK 
YOU!  What would it take to place one on our lawn? 

Virginia Plavec and Family 
 

Thank you for the "Slow Down" sign for our front lawn on 
Jacon Way. It seems to have had an immediate impact on the 
speed of cars going by.  With so many families and small 
children on the street, all of the signs will hopefully make 
people think twice about the speed limit.   

Ian Moffitt 
 



 
 

MKPOA Membership Invitation 
 

You still have the opportunity to renew  
your 2008 membership  
or join for the first time. 

 
     Hopefully, you are enjoying this newsletter, have 
surfed our web site at www.MarquezKnolls.com,  find 
easy access to a myriad of information useful, or 
appreciate the information or mediation services outlined 
in the MKPOA Membership Assistance Policy.   
 
     MKPOA is the largest property owners association in 
Pacific Palisades with nearly 1,400 households.  Your 
membership not only helps MKPOA to finance the news 
letter, the web site, and the many other administrative 
tasks necessary to operate effectively, it also provides 
strength in  numbers to persuade the political machinery 
to listen to our needs. 
  
     All Marquez Knolls homeowners are invited to join or 
renew their membership in the MKPOA.  Dues are $30 
per calendar year per household.  You may mail your 
dues in the envelope which is enclosed for those who 
have not yet joined or renewed for 2008 or you may send 
a check to MKPOA, P.O. Box 1307, Pacific Palisades, 
CA 90272.  Contributions or gifts to Marquez Knolls 
Property Owners Association are not tax deductible as 
charitable contributions.  
 
     In addition to the dues you are also invited to become 
involved in the Association.  You can indicate your 
interest by checking the box on the envelope and  you  
will  be  contacted  or  you  may  call  and  leave  a  
message  on  our hotline: 310-454-7678. 
 
Notice of Correction: A April edition of MKPOA newsletter 
erroneously related the “Zabrucky/McAdams” litigation to the 
insurance company appeals court decision; the related case is 
“Valery.”  Zabrucky/McAdams is not related to this court 
action.   
 
 

Marquez Knolls Boundaries 
      MKPOA represents and assists its members who are residents 
of the Pacific Palisades neighborhood referred to as “Marquez 
Knolls. “ The geographic boundaries of Marquez Knolls are 
largely determined by its topography and described as follow: 
     “All streets with access to the north side of Sunset 
Boulevard between Bienveneda Avenue and the west 
intersection of Marquez Avenue, inclusive of Bienveneda 
and Marquez.  Exclusion: addresses on Sunset Boulevard, 
Las Pulgas Road and its tributaries, and all gated 
communities.“    

**** 
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Consider getting more involved.  Attend a Pacific 
Palisades Community Council (PPCC) meeting. Visit 
www.PP90272.org  
 
 

PPCC Supports Marquez Knolls Residents 
 

 

Lou Del Pozzo, a long time Marquez Knolls 
resident reported that the Los Angeles City 
Council wants ordinary citizens’ feedback on 
public financing of City Elections.  
Councilman Rosendahl commented at the 
MKPOA Annual meeting that he is in favor of 
clean money for elections.  Supporters believe 
public financing will address the crisis of 
corruption in politics, level the playing field for 
new candidates and ideas, and make elections 
about ideas not money.  The Community 
Council, with a majority of Board members 
were in favor of this proposal in principle, was 
one vote short of getting the 2/3’s approval for 
actual endorsement of the Council.  If you wish 
to voice your individual opinion you can go to 
the website for California Clean Money 
Campaign at www.Caclean.org.   and read 
about the issues, sign petitions and make your 
voice heard for the City and State elections.  

***** 
Janet Turner is a Board member of MKPOA and the 
Pacific Palisades Community Council (PPCC).  She 
represents MKPOA on the Council and provides 
regular reports on her Council activities. You may 
contact her at: janetturner35@hotmail.com) 

 
 

Janet Turner Seeks Reelection  
to the Pacific Palisades Community Council 

 
 

     MKPOA Board member, Janet Turner, is seeking 
reelection to the position of Area 3 Representative on 
the Pacific Palisades Community Council (PPCC).  
You have an opportunity to vote for one of our very 
own in the upcoming election.  Watch for the ballot in 
the PPCC newsletter in July.   
     Marquez Knolls is part of the PPCC Area 3.  Janet 
has represented the residents of this community for 
the last two years with enthusiasm and dedication.  
Her involvement with the Community Council has 
brought a widened perspective to MKPOA and has 
gained support for local issues on a broader scale. 
When Janet represented the MKPOA residents who 
were negatively impacted by the proposed T-Mobil 
antenna, she not only gained the support of the Pacific 
Palisades Community Council but of the Civic 
League and the Pacific Palisades Residents 
Association as well. 



  

 
 
 

Graffiti Busters Among Us 
by Gail Didden 

 
     It has been brought to the attention of our association that 
there are areas in Marquez Knolls that are not being 
maintained. Besides overgrown weeds on sidewalks or 
lawns, construction sites that are not kept clean, and cement 
trucks that drop wet cement as they climb our hills, graffiti 
appears with increasing frequency on light posts, street signs 
and walls.  As the “artists” esteem and notoriety is fed by 
how long their designs stay in clear sight of passers-by, it is 
of great importance to remove graffiti as soon as practical to 
discourage repeats and re-paints. 
 
     The Chamber of Commerce offers graffiti removal 
materials at the office on Antioch at no charge for our use.  
As a volunteer to help with this problem please contact me 
and let’s see what we can do as homeowners.  And if you 
want to be a part of this new group I would love to hear from 
you. We should be proud of our neighborhood and be 
responsible for maintaining this beautiful part of our 
community.  Please contact me for any additional advice or 
help with the removal:  Gail Didden 310-454-3680. 
 
 

Gail Didden, her husband Dan, sons Brant and Craig and a 
number of Labradors have lived in Marquez Knolls since 1968.  
Gail has retired from teaching at SAMO High and has been active 
with numerous volunteer organizations, including the Jr. Womens 
Club, Las Fortunas, and the Westside Guild to the Children’s 
Hospital. 
 

**** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2008/09 DIRECTORS & OFFICERS* 
 

 
*Haldis Toppel, President 

310 454-8060 
*Howard Robinson, Vice President 

310 454-3434 
*Karin Fintzy, Recording Secretary 

310 454-7031 
*Bill Richards, Treasurer 

310 454-9761 
*Silgia Grassl, Corresponding Secretary 

310 454-4438 
Janet Turner,  PPCC Representative 

310-573-0382 
Sylvia Boyd 

310 454-9556 
Sid Galanty 

310 459-1285 
Lou Del Pozzo 
310 454-3306 

Kurt Toppel, Advisor 1) 

310 454-8060  
Jon Boyd, Advisor 1) 

310 454-9556 
_____________ 

1) Non-Voting Members 
 

********************************  

Electronic Distribution 
If you wish to receive the MKPOA agenda 
and minutes electronically, as well as 
occasional up to the minute announcements 
of interest to Marquez Knolls residents, 
please send an e-mail with the words 
“MKPOA email” and your name in the 
subject area to MarquezKnolls@aol.com.   

 
 
 
 

 

Brought to You by Our Sponsor, Michael Edlen 
Marquez Knolls Home Sales 2008 vs. 2007* 

 
Number    Median # Active as of      
Sold  Sales Price         June 30th   

2008    15  $1,480,000         18 
2007    18  $1,750,000          9 

 

Number of Sales              17 % lower 
Median Sale Prices             15 % lower 
Active listings            100 % higher  �* Statistics based upon M.L.S. records 

 
As of Monday, June 30th the lowest-priced available home in Marquez Knolls was a 2-bedroom, 2.5-bath on Las 
Casas Place being offered at $1,480,000. The highest-priced property is a 5-bedroom, 5.5-bath on Donaire Way 
being offered at $4,350,000.   The lowest sale price so far this year was a 3-bedroom, 2-bath on Akron ($1,078,500). 
The highest sale so far this year was a 5-bedroom, 3-bath on Chattanooga Avenue ($3,250,000). 
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        The Edlen Team -- where “Enthusiasm is the Secret of Success”Michael@michaeledlen.com  310 230-7373 
 

 



 
Drugs, Alcohol, and Palisadian Youth 

by Sgt. Ronnie Crump, LAPD 
 
     Many people believe that using prescription medications to 
get high is “safer” than using illegal drugs.  A large number 
also mistakenly think that these drugs are safer because they 
have legitimate uses.  However, taking them improperly or 
when healthy to get high or self medicate can be every bit as 
dangerous and addictive as illegal street drugs.   
     While we often focus on the highly illegal drugs such as 
Crystal Meth, Cocaine, Heroin, Marijuana, Hash, Inhalants, 
GHB, Ecstasy, and a host of other street drugs, we often 
overlook the presence of the easily accessible prescription 
(Rx) drugs, such as pain relievers, stimulants, and sedatives, 
in our homes, schools, and communities.   
     Teenage consumption of these drugs combined with over-
the-counter medications, mixed doses, and used in 
conjunction with alcohol is not only illegal, but dangerous and 
reckless.  However, the perceived notion they are safer 
sometimes legitimizes the consumption.  We (LAPD) 
recognize that it is not easy being a young adult, but poor 
decisions can have a dramatic effect on the future and could 
even be fatal.  Drunk and drugged driving, overdosing, and 
recreational use is present in our community and often leads to 
dangerous and risky behaviors that result in Police and Fire 
Department responses.   
     We ask that parents and families closely examine and 
evaluate the potential for Drug and Alcohol Abuse in their 
young adults because it is often overlooked and not perceived 
as a problem.  A broad range of societal influences affect 
young people, but the best mentors and teachers are family, 
friends, and solidarity in community.   
 
     (Editor’s Note) LAPD Sgt. Crump heads the Vice Unit.  Last October, 
before the Pacific Palisades Community Council, he reported that LAPD 
noticed a spike in illegal alcohol and drug activities by minors in Pacific 
Palisades, an otherwise rather quiet and law-abiding community and one 
of the best places to raise kids. LAPD made 26 arrests of juveniles ages 14 
– 18 for violations of alcohol consumption, and selling/using drugs such as 
crystal meth and marijuana. Drunk driving was also involved.  
     Officer Crump made a plea to the community and especially to the 
parents to set standards for the behavior of the youths, to pay attention to 
them, to talk to them and to know where they are at all times. He pointed 
out that risky behavior by kids affects the entire community, since it not 
only puts the kids themselves in danger but also those around them, such 
as other drivers on the road 
 
(This item was accidentally left out of many of the Aril newsletters and has 
been reprinted at popular request.)    

 
 

Mosquito Repellents 
by Haldis Toppel 

      
     I became alarmed when I found a tick 
on our new dachshund puppy last month 
(we live adjacent to native chaparral and 
lots of wildlife).  Researching the Internet, 
I became even more concerned about the 
abundance of serious diseases ticks can 
bring upon beast and being, and that it 
takes serious poisons to kill the insects.  
However, I was elated when I also read that 
fleas, ticks, and mosquitoes are repelled by 
garlic. 
     In the January Newsletter I reported that 
“Liquid Fence,” a garlic and putrid egg 
concoction, had successfully kept deer out 
of our yard.  I had also noticed that we 
were not plagued by mosquitoes this 
summer but did not attribute this to the 
garlic compound in the product.  I am now 
spraying the garden, lawn, and the 
perimeter to keep out the unwanted insects 
and it really works!    
     Of course, the straight forward approach 
of growing garlic or laying out garlic 
cloves should technically work, but I 
haven’t tried that yet. 
      “Liquid Fence” is available at Ace 
Hardware or at the Palisades “Outdoor 
Room” at about $15 for a 16oz. bottle. 
“Mosquito Barrier” is available at about 
$30 for a 1 gal. container from: 
 http://www.mosquitobarrier.com. 
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 If you are in an accident and unable 
to communicate, attending emergency 
personnel will check your cell phone 
address book for the entry “ICE.”  
 

It stands for 
“In Case of Emergency  

(please contact)” 
 

You can list multiple names and 
numbers under “ICE 1,” “ICE 2” etc. 
 
Don’t wait, make that entry in your 
phone book now or ask one of your 
kids to do it for you if you declare 
yourself technology challenged. 



 
 
 

 
 

. 
I’ve Got Your Number: 911 and 311 

 
The telephone is the most effective means of 
communication, other than personal contact, of course.  
At times, however, getting through to the right party can 
be confusing, trying, and downright frustrating.  Below 
are a few tidbits of information to help you through some 
of the bottlenecks. 
 
 

Call 311 City Hall Information – 
The Best Kept Secret in Town. 

     If you have been frustrated by being handed from one 
party to another or by working your way though a 
seemingly endless telephone tree within the City’s 
bureaucracy to get information, or to reach the Department 
that can help you, there is a solution. 
     The City’s 311Information number is a one-stop 
shopping trip and is modeled after the 911 concept where 
the citizen calls one number, reaches a knowledgeable call 
center, and is then connected to the proper Department or 
service that is ready to assist.  The operators are friendly 
and helpful.  Give it a try; it is surprisingly simple, quick, 
and effective. 
 

 

Call 911 – From your Cell Phone 
      A few years ago we blew a tire on Interstate 15 north 
of Saint George.  When I reached for my cell phone to call 
911 for road side assistance, my newly licensed 16 year 
old son insisted that 911 be only used for emergencies.  I 
told him that this IS an emergency.  I also explained to 
him that throughout the country, a 911 call from a cell 
phone does not reach the regular 911 police dispatch 

center, but connects to Highway Patrol which customarily 
responds to road side emergencies such as ours. 
     The cell phone 911 routing to Highway Patrol is 
steeped in history when cell phones were called car 
phones and were the size and weight of a brief case.  They 
were also initially hardwired to the car.  The phone in the 
car was (and still is) mobile, and therefore could not depict 
the location of the phone at the call center.  This 
information is customarily based on the land line address 
and  is a vital component to this day for the quick response 
of emergency units.  Since the majority of emergencies in 
a car are indeed roadside emergencies, thus the routing to 
Highway Patrol makes sense. 
      Things are different now within the boundaries of the 
City of Los Angeles.  When you call 911 on your cell 
phone from anywhere within the city limits of Los 
Angeles, at home or in your car, the call is routed to the 
regular 911 police dispatch center.  Once you are outside 
the city limits, the call automatically routes to Highway 
Patrol again.    
     In Los Angeles, GPS technology in conjunction with the 
location of the nearest cell phone antennas, determines your  
location and connects you with the same 911 operator as if you 
had called from a land line.  Your location information is now 
available to quickly dispatch emergency vehicles if necessary, 
to assist you.  While it is always advisable to make emergency 
calls from a land line if available, your cell phone in LA can be 
a life saver with  quick  access  to  ambulance,  police,  and fire 
units. 
 

.  
 

BILL RICHARDS RECEIVES PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
MKPOA  Treasurer, Bill Richards, receives the President’s Award at the 2008 MKPOA Annual meeting from 
Haldis Toppel with his wife Dorothy looking on.  He was honored for his “many valuable contributions and 
tireless support that helped shape the Association to protect and improve the quality of life for the residents of 
Marquez Knolls.” 
 



 
Bernie Hathaway Has Retired 

Bernard (Bernie) Hathaway has retired from 
the MKPOA Board 
after more than 20 
years of service.  At 
the Annual Meeting 
on April 8, 2008, he 
was honored with the 
Achievement Award 
which read:  
“In Appreciation of 
your Valuable 
Contributions to the 

Association and your Active and Enthusiastic 
Participation on the Board of Directors for 
over Twenty Years.  Your Commitment, 
Infectious Humor, Patience and Tact have Left 
a Lasting Legacy”.   
Thank you, Bernie, we already miss you. 
 

 
 
 

Listing of Professional Services 
 

In conjunction with CC&R issues, MKPOA is 
often approached by residents to recommend a 
tree specialist or arborist, a tree trimmer, an 
attorney familiar with the Marquez Knolls 
property rights, or a professional mediator.  
We would like to solicit your help to compile 
such a list of capable individuals with local 
references.  An interested individual may 
apply or a third party may submit a 
recommendation.   
Requirement:  

1. A minimum of one year experience in the  
discipline, 

2. at least two local references. 
Please submit a description of the services and a 
biography (100 words or less) to be published with 
the listing. 

 
 

Barricade Fire Protection 
 

     At the MKPOA Annual meeting LAFD Captain James Varney of the Palisades firestation 23 stressed 
the need to follow the brush clearance rules and guidelines to protect your home and that of your 
neighbors from fire danger.  Notices have gone out to residents and the Fire Department will follow up in 
the next few weeks.  Captain Varney discussed the use of a fire protection product called “Barricade” 
which is carried on the fire trucks and sprayed onto houses 
that are in the path of an approaching fire, if they can get 
there in time.   
     The supply on the fire trucks, however, is limited and applied in 
a triage system when the fire approaches.  Homeowners can 
assist the Fire Department by purchasing the product on their 
own and either spraying it on their house themselves or leaving 
it in the driveway for the Fire Department to use if evacuation 
is imminent.  This not only adds to the home.owner’s own 
protection, but also helps the fire fighters in their efforts to 
protect the neighborhood which ultimately increases their 
effectiveness for everybody. 
     Barricade can be sprayed on to cover a house in about 30 minutes and as much as 24 hrs. ahead of an 
advancing fire.  It is non-toxic and environmentally friendly.  The only negative comment has been that it 
is a mess to clean up afterward, but then who cares when your house with all its treasured contents is still 
there to be cleaned. 
     Haldis Toppel added that her family had recently purchased the product at a cost of under $500 for the 
spray nozzle and enough material to protect her 3,200 sq.ft. home.   Barricade can be purchased locally 
from Malibu Fire Supply, (310) 457-0658.  More information on the product is available at 
http://www.firegel.com.  If there is sufficient interest, MKPOA is prepared to assist with a “whole sale” 
purchase. 

“Slow Down” signs are 
reminders to shift your focus 
from watching out for a 
police officer to considering 
the safety of kids, the fear of 
their parents, and perhaps 
some critter that might cross 
your path.  

�



COUNCILMAN ROSENDAHL ADDRESSES MKPOA ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Councilman Bill Rosendahl addressed the audience at the 
2008  MKPOA Annual Meeting on May 8 with his ever-
present   jovial  enthusiasm.   As  a  special  gesture   of 

friendship with our 
community, he handed out a 
dozen eggs from his own 
chickens. The Councilman 
discussed several issues of 
interest to the community. 
 

View protection ordinance 
Councilman Rosendahl 

provided copies of the view 
protection ordinance he had 
sponsored and explained that the 
City had developed a plan to 
implement various related 
ordinances in sequence: flatland 
mansionization, hillside 
mansionization,  and hill side 
view protection.  The latter is 
scheduled for review in about 2 
years.  Councilman Rosendahl announced that he will call 
on Kurt Toppel, former President of MKPOA, to assist him 
with this task.  
 

Fisher House at the VA Property 
The Councilman, a veteran and member of the local 
Palisades American Legion Post 283, expressed strong 
support for the construction of the Fisher House on the 
Veteran Administration property in Westwood.  When 
completed, the Fisher House will provide housing and 
support to families of veterans being treated physically or 
emotionally at the VA Hospital.  The Councilman thanked 
the American Legion for their generous donation of over 
$2.15 million dollars toward the construction of the facility. 
 

 Homeless Veteran Housing 
Councilman Rosendahl is concerned about homeless vets 
and sees an opportunity to open up two vacant buildings on 
VA property to provide permanent housing for about 200 
vets.  He also envisions turning a former animal shelter on 
Bundy and Centinela into a permanent residence for up to 
50 vets.   

California Incline Reconstruction 
The structurally unstable roadway from Pacific Coast 
Highway to Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica will be 
replaced with a new “bridge.”  This project is scheduled to 
start in July of 2009 and is expected to last 10 months.  The 
closure will detour traffic in and out of the Palisades via the 
already congested Santa Monica Canyon, 26th Street, or via 
the entry to PCH at the Santa Monica Pier.  Councilman 
Rosendahl is leading the efforts of the Los Angeles City 
Council to work with the City of Santa Monica in order to 
minimize the impact on the Citizens of Los Angeles.  
 

Swarthmore Vacancies 
The Councilman voiced concern over the many 
vacancies in the Swarthmore shopping district and the 
effect on the viability of the town’s commercial area.  
He hopes to meet with the landlords and will 
encourage them to keep the "village” alive. 
 
 

                                                      ** 

In closing, Bill Rosendahl stated that he will seek re-
election and is at this time unopposed. 
 

       ****** 
 

Slow Down on Jacon Way 
The speed limit is 25 mph.  If you drive on Jacon Way you 
may have noticed yellow SLOW DOWN signs on several 
lawns.  We 
are grateful 
to resident 
Lou Del 
Pozzo and 
Janet Turner 
for presenting 
the dangers 
of speeding 
cars on this 
local street to 
the Board of MKPOA.  Residents are concerned about the 
safety of their kids and had asked for help.  As a result, 
these signs are a gift from MKPOA as a test to see if they 
will have any measurable effect on the speed of cars.  In the 
Fall we plan to bring back the electronic sign that registers 
speed.  We will then compare the speed measurements from 
earlier this year with those in the Fall.  In the meantime, let 
the signs be a reminder  – The residents of Jacon Way need 
your help.  Please SLOW DOWN to 25 mph. 
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