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Community Service Award 

On a brisk December evening 
inside the cozy and festively 
decorated dining hall at Temescal 

Gateway Park, community 
members gathered to celebrate 
both the holidays and to honor 
dedicated community leaders. 
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Toppel Recieves Certifcate of Appreciation 

By Christy Dennis 

Marquez Knolls

Please Note: Change of Next 
Meeting Date 

Monday, February 23 

Join MKPOA for an important 
discussion regarding the    

Private Patrol Issue for Marquez 
Knolls residents 

  (membership not required to attend) 
 

           6:00 p.m. Pre-Social 
           6:30 p.m. Meeting 
 

For Reservations Contact: 
Karin Fintzy at kfintzy@gte.com 

310 454-7031 
 

Location Details: Page 6 

Each week, our LAPD Senior 
Lead Officer, Michael Moore, 
shares crime statistics for Pacific 
Palisades.  Car Break-Ins, 
Burglaries, and Drug Arrests top 
our list.   

While they are not violent 
crimes, they always have the 
potential to escalate into violence 
and certainly traumatize the 
victims.   So, the recent 
announcement by Los Angeles 
Police Chief William Bratton to 
redeploy 26 police officers from 
the Westside to other areas was 
troubling news despite Chief 
Bratton’s statement in a recent 
town hall meeting that the 
redeployment would only be a 
temporary one—but no one can 
say how long this may be. 

The decision was made by 

LAPD to staff two newly opened 
stations in the West Valley and 
Koreatown with offers from 
elsewhere in the City.  A 
computerized formula that tracks 
types of crime, response time, 
distance and more than 20 other 
factors assisted in the decision to 
move the officers from West Los 
Angeles, including Brentwood 
and Pacific Palisades despite 
C o unc i l ma n  R o s e nd a h l ’ s 
objection. Unfortunately, it comes 
at the expense of our community 
which is geographically remote, 
meaning response time is already 
a key factor in reduced policing.  
It is an invitation for criminals to 
perpetrate “quick-hits” such as 
burglaries, hold-ups and bank 
robberies. 

As residents of Los Angeles 
we must understand the economic 
difficult ies and need for 
effectively deploying available 
resources.    However, we should 
not leave ourselves vulnerable to 
cr iminals who may take 
advantage of the reduced presence 
of LAPD police patrol and 
protection. 

In recent months, MKPOA 
has been contacted repeatedly 
with requests to coordinate and 
negotiate a contract with a single 
private patrol service for coverage 
of Marquez Knolls.  These 
requests have taken on increased 
urgency with the pending 

(Continued on page 3: Police Cuts) 

Police Cuts Raise Questions about 
Private Patrol 

By Christy Dennis 

 

 
 
 

 



Hotline: 310 454-7678          P.O. Box 1307, Pacific Palisades, CA  90270                 www.MarquezKnolls.com 

 

 

 

Residents Assisted with Guiding Principles 

I hope the new year finds you well. 
The holiday season has come and gone, 
the New Year celebrations (and perhaps 
resolutions) are a fond memory now 
that we are back in the full swing of our 
daily lives.   

January is the month of reflection, 
named after Janus, the Roman God of 
beginnings and endings. Sadly, we have 
lost our friend and dedicated supporter 
of MKPOA, Stanley Sevilla. He has 
been a wealth of information for me 
personally and I will miss him dearly.  

In reflecting on 2008, MKPOA can 
be proud of its achievements.  We have 
expanded the Board of Directors to 
include many motivated and energetic 
participants.  We have successfully 
mediated a serious view obstruction 
remodel case and a dispute over pine 
trees.   

Equally important, we have 
prevented costly  disputes over various 
issues by providing information to 
neighbors and developers alike about 
applicable rules and laws via the 
MKPOA Web site and the Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs).  This 
included (maybe unwelcomed) 
information about the lack of 
restrictions in parts of Marquez Knolls, 
allowing the construction of second 
stories or large  homes on sites that 
took away from the open spaces or 
views. 

   In response to LAPD’s reduction 
of officers assigned to the Palisades, we 
are currently investigating the 
possibility of a dedicated private patrol 
service for Marquez Knolls.  

We have also taken a close look at 
our finances and found it necessary to 
raise the dues for the first time in over 
eight years to cover the increased cost 
of the newsletter, the web site and the 
miscellaneous operating expenses.  We 
hope that you will understand and 
continue to support the organization 
with your membership. 

 

With Best Regards 

Haldis Toppel       

 
 

President’s 
Message 
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By Haldis Toppel 

 

MKPOA sometimes has the  
difficult task to maintain its 
neutrality and to represent the 
residents of this community in an 
unbiased fashion.  It is therefore 
to the advantage of  everyone to 
establish rules and procedures, 
and guiding principles on 
MKPOA posi t ions before 
problems and conflicts arise. 

As part of its reorganization 
last year, the MKPOA Board  of 
Directors adopted the Guiding 
Principles already in place for the 
Pacific Palisades Community 
Council which state in summary 
that the organization will only 
support construction and property 
use variances and other deviation 
from established codes and 
procedures for public health and 
safety reasons or to serve the good 
of the community at large.   

These Guiding Principles  
allowed MKPOA to take a clear 
position against a request for a 
variance to allow an eight foot 
high fence at the sidewalk when 
only 42 inches were allowed by 
the current building code.  This 
was not a position for or against 
the fence but a stance against the 
variance that did not meet the 
established criteria for exemption.   

MKPOA was approached by 
neighbors in the cul-de-sac at 
Dulce Ynez and asked to attend 
the hearing on the matter in West 
Los Angeles.   Opposing 
neighbors, including an attorney 
representing one of the neighbors, 
the Chair of the Pacific Palisades 
Community Council, Richard 
Cohen, and  I  appeared before the 
hearing officer, each stating why 
the variance should not be 
granted.  The property owners 
presented their case.  Listening to 
all sides, and based on the 
strength of the opposing  

 

 

 
“The MKPOA maintains 

that planning and zoning 
regulations, building codes, 
rules, restrictions, and 
ordinances have been 
established for the good of 
the community. They should 
be applied, upheld and 
enforced by the Zoning 
Administrator, Building and 
Safety, and other governing 
bodies with jurisdiction over 
the approval, execution, and 
enforcement processes. 
When variances, variations, 
or exceptions are considered 
by governmental entities, 
MKPOA’s position is to 
support strict scrutiny and 
adherence to all legal 
measures which govern land 
use ,  s t ruc tures,  and 
vegetation. On a case-by-
case basis the MKPOA may 
support such requests if the 
proposed project positively 
affects health and safety, or 
is in the best interest of the 
neighborhood or the 
community in general. 
MKPOA may take a formal 
position on an individual 
issue pertaining to variances, 
variations, or exceptions 
when requested to do so. 
     M K P O A  e x p e c t s 
governing bodies to notify 
all affected parties of any 
proposed developments or 
requests for variances from 
codes and regulations as 
well as proposed, approved 
or pending changes to such 
regulations.” 

Happy New Year 

MKPOA Guiding Principles 

arguments, the hearing officer 
denied the variance at the 
conclusion of the hearing.  
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Bill Rosendahl represents the 
11th district on the Los Angeles 
City Council.  His area includes 
the Pacific Palisades. For 
general questions or comments: 
 

Councilman.Rosendahl@lacity.org 
310 575-8461 

reduction of the number of 
LAPD officers assigned to this 
area.   

  M K P O A  m e m b e r , 
Gudrun Marx, has volunteered 
to research economically 
feasible options for a dedicated 
private patrol service for 
Marquez Knolls.  She has 
contacted several providers 
willing to negotiate a special 
rate for our community.  
Options start from $30 per 
month per household with a 
minimum of 400 subscribers 
out of the 1200 households.  
This service would provide an 
aggregate of eight hours of 
patrol time at irregular 
intervals over a 24-hour 
period.  As the number of 
subscribers increases, either 
the duration of the patrol 
service may be increased, or 
the monthly rate may be 

(Police Cuts: Continued from page 1) 

The private patrol options 
and issues will be presented 
to the residents of Marquez 
Knolls at its February 23 
board meeting (MKPOA 
membership is not required). 

 Please plan to attend or 
contact Gudrun Marx at 
fwmarxjr@verizon.net  or 
310 454-4293 for any ques-
tions or to indicate your inter-
est.   

MKPOA can negotiate 
and coordinate with the pa-
trol services, but it will take 
your and your neighbors’ 
desire and commitment to 
make it work. 

reduced.   
It seems a small price to pay 

for peace of mind and added 
security. 

 

among the highest taxes in Los 
Angeles.” 

Rosendahl did win one small 
victory following a town hall 
meeting in December that was 
attended by several hundred 
residents.  He got the police chief 
to assure the audience that the 
community would not lose it’s 
dedicated patrol car which will 
stay in Pacific Palisades unless 
needed for serious emergencies 
elsewhere.  “I fought very hard to 
make this happen.” 

Despite assurances of looking 
for solutions to the recent cuts, the 
Palisades remains with reduced 
patrol service and Rosendahl 
admits that this will make it more 
vulnerable to heightened crime. 

Upon learning that the 
MKPOA is exploring the 
possibility of hiring a private 
patrol for its community, 
Rosendahl called the move a 
“very good strategy in these tough 
economic times.”  Although he 
said that the association must 
burden the cost of the private 
security patrol. 

In the meantime, Rosendahl 
assures the community that he 
will continue to fight for the 
reassignment of officers back to  
Pacific Palisades. 

 
On a separate note, the 

councilmember extends his 
wishes for a healthy, happy and 
prosperous 2009. 

 

 
C o u n c i l m e m b e r  B i l l 

Rosendahls’s staff is currently 
scrutinizing the Los Angeles 
Police Department’s $1.3 billion 
budget. “I will vigorously analyze 
these numbers,” Rosendahl told 
the Marquez Knolls Property 
Owners Association in a recent 
interview. 

The councilmember’s actions 
follow the recent announcement 
by LAPD chief William Bratton 
to move 26 police officers from 
the West LA division.  “This 
angers me,” Rosendahl said, “if I 
have my way the force will 
increase from 9,600 officers to 
12,000.” 

As a member of LA city’s 
budget committee, Rosendahl will 

be asking Bratton some tough 
question about the redeployment 
of officers and propose ways to 
more fairly distribute police 
officers.  The councilmember 

admits other areas of LA faced the 
loss of patrols, but states his 
district, which includes Pacific 
Palisades, was the most severely 
impacted.  “It’s just not fair to my 
district and residents who pay 

Rosendahl Scrutinizing LAPD Budget 
Commends Homeowners Group for Seeking Solutions to Police Cuts 

“ It’s just not 

fair to my 

district and 

residents who 

pay among 

the highest 

taxes in Los Angeles.” 

 

By Christy Dennis 
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The application for the Chabad Preschool at 
17000 Sunset is before the California Coastal 
Commission which could take several months and 
may impeded the project.   The owner of the 
property, Mr. Jones, confirmed that recent core 
drilling at the site was not related to the Chabad.     

Sr. Lead Officer, Michael Moore, reported that 
the motorcycle activities on Sunset have slowed 
significant following extensive traffic enforcement 
measures.  It was first thought that the motorcycle 
noise level were at illegal levels.  However, the 
decibel rating on most of the motorcycles were 
within allowable limits.  The reason they sound so 
loud is because the noise is amplified by several 
bikes riding together. Unfortunately, there is no 
current regulation addressing the amplification 
issue. 

Haldis Toppel, Christy Dennis, (PPCC Area 3 
Alternate) and I attended a meeting at Marquez 
Elementary Charter School.  Marquez Elementary 
is considering expanding the school to include the 
6th Grade and potentially adding the 7th and 8th 
grades.  Haldis Toppel explained that MKPOA’s 
objection to such expansion is the anticipated 
increase in traffic and parking congestion in the 
neighborhood and not an opinion on the school 
adding grades. I concurred, and stressed that 
previous PPCC support for the reduction of school 
related traffic and parking congestion remains 
unchanged, and that any expansion of the school’s 
population would be counter to that goal.  We 
reminded the Board of Governors that the residents 
in the Marquez Flats are still severely burdened 
with traffic and parking congestion, and are still 
looking for relief from the school.  

Finally, it was with great pleasure that I joined 
with the Community Council in honoring Haldis 
Toppel with the 2008 Community Service Award.   
We are fortunate to have someone so committed to 
the Palisades who does so much for our area.  She 
is truly the energizer bunny of Marquez Knolls.   

Turner  
Report 

������ ��� 	
����
� ��� ��������� ��� ��� ���� ���
�
�����
����������� ������� ���� �������������� ���������	� ���� ���
���� ������ ����
� ����������� ����� �������������������

�����
������������������������� ������������	����� �������
�!� ������ ������������ ��� ���� "������ �!� 	���������� �� 
�
�����������������
��#��!�
�!�����������������#����

���� !����� �������
#� ����
������ �!� $%%&� ���
�
��� ��

��������!�������������������������������#���	����� �����
!
#��� #��� ��#� ��"�� !��������� ������ ���� ��
�� ����#� � !�
���"����� �!!���
� ��� ���� ���� ���'#��
�������
� �����
(��
��)�  �#� *
������)� �
������� ��
� +
������� (��"��� �)�
�������#)� *����	������)� ,��
���� -���������)� ��


�� �
	�������)�.����(�
��)�(	�)�/��������������
�������

��������� �������� ���� �����
�
� ��� ���� ����� ���"�����
��� ����
��� �������� ���
�
���� ����������� ����� ���!!� �� ���
	��
��� ��!��#� ������)� 	�
���� ��
� !���� ��!��������)� ��
�

������� ����� ������ ��������� ����� ��� ���� ����!��� ��
 ���
���
*�������#� *�����
)� ���� 0��� ����
��� *��#� *�����
� �!! ����
��
�������*��#�����������
� �	����������

��� 	���� �!� ���� �����
� ���������	� 123%%4)� ����
������ �������
#� ����
������ ��

� ���
�
�� �� ���������

�������#�
��������!�������������������������!�

�� �5                      

+���� ��
�"�
��
� ��������� ��

� 
���
�� ���� ��� ������ � �

�������� 1�!� �!!���
4)� ������ ��#� ��� ��� ���	
�� ���
����������� 	���!� �!� ����
���#� 1����� ��� �� 
��"�����

������4��

6��� ����� ��!��������� ��� ��������� �� ���������
������� 	
����� �������� *�����#�  ������ ���
������#�
�����7��
��������83%�$8%9&:8;��

Local Businesses are Newest 
MKPOA Members 

Marquez Knolls Boundaries 
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Business Name 
Address and Telephone Number 

Hours of Operation 
Special service, discount or business description 

 

 

 

Janet Turner is a Board member of MKPOA and 
the Pacific Palisades Community Council (PPCC).  
She represents MKPOA on the Council and 
provides regular reports on her Council Activities. 

E-mail her at: 
janetturner35@hotmail.com 

��������������������!!���<�
������#��!�(��"�����
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Christy’s Corner 
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 Stanley Sevilla was a friend 
and mentor to me, I will miss him.   

I met Stanley when I first 
moved to Marquez Knolls in 1960 
and learned very quickly that this 
was a very special place in the 
Palisades community.   

There was a homeowners 
association, that was both 
community oriented and very 
much aware of its  history.  
Interested and fascinated by that 
group, I became Secretary, 
contributor to the newsletter, and 
eventually President.   

I met Stanley who not only 
seemed to know every resident and 
about all those things that affected 
us from barking dogs to 
CC&Rs.  Stanley became a source 
of information, a teacher, and 
eventually a friend who was 
always there when he was needed.  

Merivale Lane and Stanley’s 
house in the cul-de-sac were the 
place for the first MKPOA block 
party long before the event moved 
to the Marquez Elementary 
School.     

I will always remember 
Stanley as the heart of our 
Marquez Knolls neighborhood. 

Thank you, Stanley, and good 
bye. 

A s a newcomer to Los Angeles, I was intrigued when someone 
pointed out the panoramic view of the ocean wrapping around 

the piers—from the Palisades to Palos Verdes.  I was told it’s called the 
Queen’s Necklace.  The site can be quite breathtaking especially on a 
clear night with millions of twinkling lights—but where did the name 
originate? 

Through much Internet searching, I found the answer. Los Angeles 
was founded by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve on September 4, 1871.  
He named the town: El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles 
de la Porciúncula (The Village of Our Lady, the Queen of the Angels of 
the “very small parcel of land”).  

In time, the pueblo became known as the Ciudad de Los Angeles (City 
of the Angels), and it is from this contraction that the present name is 
derived. 

However, when you dig through history you learn that the “Queen’s 
Necklack” is actually a derivative of the original name given by the 
Spanish Governor. It’s indeed a spectacular view that many of us are 
afforded in the Palisades. 

K eeping our community pristine is also important to me when it 
comes to recycling.  Our household rarely fills the small black 

trash container.  Rather we diligently separate and toss most of our 
“trash” into the large blue recycling can.  It’s amazing that most of our 
items—plastics, newspapers, cans, jars, even Styrofoam—can be easily 
rinsed and tossed into the “smart” blue bin. 

The other smart bin is the green one designate for yard waste.  We 
seem to have endless pine needles which always amass, overflowing our 
small yard waste bin.  I called the City of Los Angeles Refuse 
Department to inquire about a second yard waste bin, but learned that I 
could get a larger bin for free. 

You can also get bulky items picked up once a week, and excess yard 
trimmings once a year.  These services are already included in your 
service fees.  Call 800 773-2489 for more information. 

  

Collection services will be postponed by one-day for the following 
holidays.  If the holiday occurs on Tuesday (collection day in 

Marquez Knolls) trash will be collected on Wednesday.  

 

To Stanley 
Sevilla, My 

Friend 

2009 Trash Collection Holidays 

New Years Day �  Fourth of July �  Labor Day 

Thanksgiving Day �  Christmas Day 

For more information: 800 773-2489 or www.ci.la.ca.us/san 

 

Kurt Toppel 

I appreciated Stanley's hard 
work, his thoroughness, his 
energy, and  his ethics in 
supporting and assisting  the 
MKPOA through some very 
difficult times.   

And I especially enjoyed  his 
sense of humor and sense of 
fun.  It was a delight to work with 
Stanley.  

Karin Fintzy 
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Marquez Knolls Home Sales: January 1-November 15, 2 008 vs. 2007* 
 

                                       Brought to you by our Sponsor: Michael Edlen 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
As of Wednesday, December 31st, the lowest-priced available home in Marquez Knolls was a  
2-bedroom, 2-bath on Livorno Drive being offered at $1,399,000. The highest-priced property is a 4
-bedroom, 4.5-bath on Lachman Lane being offered at $3,795,000. The lowest sale price so far 
this year was a 3-bedroom, 2-bath on Via Santa Ynez ($1,160,000). The highest sale so far this 
year was a 5-bedroom, 8-bath on Lachman Lane ($9,840,000). 
 

(Michael Edlen has been a resident of Marquez Knolls for more than 35 years) 
 

The Edlen Team -- where “Enthusiasm is the Secret of Success” Michael@michaeledlen.com 310 230-7373 

 

Year # of Homes Sold Median Sales Price Active Inventory 
12/31/08 

2008 26 $1,565,000 19 

2007 34 $2,050,000 12 

To Date 24% Lower 10% Lower 58% Higher 

 Officers and Directors: 2008-09 
Officers 

Haldis Toppel President 310 454-8060 

Howard Robinson Vice President 310 454-3434 

Karin Fintzy Recording Sec. 310 454-7031 

Jackie Lee Treasurer 310 573-7088 

Silgia Grassl Corresponding Sec. 310 454-4438 

Directors  

Janet Turner PPCC 
Representative 

310 573-0382 

Sandy Wolff Membership 310 454-0277 

Christy Dennis Publicity 310 454-2824 

Sylvia Boyd Meeting Facilities 310-454-9556 

Sid Galanty Storage and Sound 310 459-1285 

Lou Del Pozzo Realtor Relations 310 454-3306 

Advisors (Non-Voting) 

Kurt Toppel  310 454-8060 

Jon Boyd  310 454-9556 

George Wakalopulos  310 454-2824 

Alex Lehrhoff Youth 
Representative 

310 454-0765 

Electronic Distribution 
If you wish to receive the MKPOA agenda and minutes and 
occasional up-to-the minute announcements of interest to 
Marquez Knolls residents, send an e-mail with the words 
“MKPOA email” and your name in the subject area to  

Info@Marquezknolls.com .   

 
2009 Meeting Dates 

MKPOA meets the third Monday each month 
except for December and unless the date falls on 
a holiday*.  Keep this guide handy and join us 
for issues and topics affecting our community. 

January  26*  

February  23* 

March  16 

April  20 

May  18 

June  22 

July  20 

August  17 

September  21 

October 19 

MKPOA 2009 Meeting Dates 

November 16 

Meeting Location:: 
St. Matthew’s Frost Assembly Room (FAR) 

1031 Bienveneda Avenue 
 

(Due to limited parking at FAR, preferred parking is 
at the lower lot, a 5 minute walk to the upper 
facilities. For directions, or alternate parking at the 
FAR, please contact Karin Fintzy at 310 454-7031.) 
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Meet the Newest Board 
Members of MKPOA 
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George  
Wakalopulos 

Christy Dennis 
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Sandy Wolff 
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Alex Lehrhoff 

The Pacific Palisades Community 
Council (PPCC) presented the 2008 
Community Service award to three 
outstand ing members of the 
community:  George Wolfberg, Mary 
Cole and Haldis Toppel. 

Toppel has assisted the last three 
Chairs of the PPCC as Special 
Advisor, and in that capacity has 
served on many committees and task 
forces.  As the 2008-09 secretary of 
the PPCC, Toppel is tasked with the 
day-to-day operations including 
responding to community concerns, 
managing the paperwork, electronic 
correspondences, and keeping minutes 
among other administrative duties. 

The chair of the PPCC, Richard 
Cohen, recently said, “She has 
devoted endless hours for the 
betterment of our community and is 
truly a community treasure.” 

Her endless hours are not only 
spent on the PPCC, but also as 
president of the Marquez Knolls 
Property Owners Associat ion 
(MKPOA), the largest homeowner’s 
association in the Palisades with more 
than 1200 homes.  She has served as 
its president for the 18 months, 
reviving the association after 
successfully settling burdensome 
litigation.  

Since then she has worked 
tirelessly to address community 
concerns regarding view obstructions, 
traffic congestion, large developments 
and other issues that affect the quality 
of life in our neighborhood.    

An MKPOA board member and 
PPCC representative, Janet Turner, 
calls Toppel the ‘energizer bunny’. 
“She keeps on going and going and 
her boundless energy is infectious.  It 
encourages others to do more for the 
community as well.” 

Her energy was indeed boundless 
that crisp December evening as she 
grinned from ear-to-ear when 
presented with a certificate of 
r e c o g n i t i o n  b y  L A  C i t y 
Councilmember, Bill Rosendahl who 
called her a “hero of mine”. 

(Award: Continued from page 1) 
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Marquez Knolls homeowners 
can sustain beautiful 
gardens in the winter 
months despite lower 
temperatures.  

Ivy Reid of Ivy's 
Secret Garden has 
some simple tips to 
keep your yard 
looking colorful 
during the winter 
chill:  

Research the 
plants that you would 
like to have in your 
garden. You should 
know which plants 
like the shade and 
which plants prefer 
sunlight. Look for the 
zone where the 
particular plant thrives.  

A common mistake that 
people make with their gardens is 
over-watering plants that grow in 

Winter Landscaping with  
Bursts of Color  

By Alex Lehrhoff 
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the shade. Over-watering can turn 
the plant yellow and lead to rot. 

Cut back your roses so that 
they come back in full force this 
spring. You should also prune 
your shrubs and perennials. 

Remember that winter is the time 
for these types of plants to rest.  

Use annuals to bring in 
color. Cyclamens work 
well in shady conditions 
and Primroses can be 
used to accent your 
g a r d e n .  V i o l a s , 
C a m e l l i a s ,  a n d 
Snapdragons work well 
in the winter, bringing 
life into an otherwise 
bare garden. 
   Consider planting in 
pots. They work well 
with pansies and can 
bring color and texture to 
your garden. 
   Palisadian, Ivy Reid    
suggests that you  
incorporate the five 
senses and the sense of 

intuition into your gardens. She 
believes that gardens are the 
places "where thoughts and 
dreams are created." 

 Yard in Marquez Knolls with winter  flowers in bloom 
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