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FACTS:  Updates from Councilmember Bill Rosendahl,    
  Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, LAFD Capt. James     
  Varney, LAPD Officer Michael Moore. 
 

FUN:     A panel of old-time residents of Marquez Knolls and 
    early graduates of Marquez School will regale us                 
    with memories (Moderator: Christy Dennis). 
 

FOOD:   Sandwiches, sweets and coffee. 
 

Other Agenda Items: 
· MKPOA Business Meeting 
· Accomplishments/Goals 
· Election of Board of Directors (2009-10) 
· Security Patrol Presentation 

Annual Meeting Agenda 
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Turner Report  
PPCC Fights City on Many Fronts 
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Regular Meeting 
Location: 

St. Matthew’s Frost 
Assembly Room  
1031 Bienveneda 
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Janet Turner is a Board member 
of MKPOA and the Pacific 
Palisades Community Council 
(PPCC).  She represents 
MKPOA on the Council and 
provides regular reports on her 
Council Activities. 

E-mail her at: 
janetturner35@hotmail.com 

"If you've never 

been thrilled to 

the very edges of 

your soul by a 

flower in spring 

bloom, maybe 

your soul has never been in 

bloom." ~Audra Fuveo 
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 Palisades Fights for Better Police Coverage 
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The following excerpts are from 
neighbors hoping to remind one 
another of the need to be Alert, 
Aware and Attentive. 

 
“ Good job to Sandy who saw 
something suspicious and got 
involved.  Criminals tend to avoid 
neighborhoods where residents are 
vigilant and challenge suspicious 
behavior. 

Sgt. David Podesta/LAPD 

Neighbors Share Crime 
Awareness 

“We must do more to alert our 
residents and guests to remove 
anything of value from a car that 
is  parked outdoors.  A friend who 
often stays at our guest house 
recently forgot. Unfortunately, her 
driver’s window was smashed, and 
several thousand dollars worth of 
property was stolen.” 

David Rose 

“I think there is an unfortunate 
perception that in a “safe” 
neighborhood, such as ours, there 
is no need for awareness.  This is 
regrettable why our neighborhood 
is being targeted.  Here are some 
things you can do to help deter 
crime: 
· Approach suspicious looking 

people, in a friendly manner, 
and ask if they need any help. 

· Take down license plate 
numbers and remember faces 

This is not recommended for our 
elderly neighbors or those who 
live alone.” 

Stephan Pollack 

One day last week about 11:30 
am, I noticed a Hispanic man on a 
motor scooter, slowly riding down 
Bienveneda. He was stopping 
along the way opening mailboxes.  
He tried to avoid me when I 
approached him in my car.  I 
backed up and told him it was 
illegal to open mailboxes.” 

 Sandy Wolff 
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Christy’s 
Corner 

ended in  2001,  demand 
plummeted for many reasons: 
expense, light output, size, and 
lamp failure.  

Nearly a decade later, CFLs 
are more economical, longer 
lasting, brighter, smaller and 
available in different styles.  The 
benefits of CFLs far outweigh 

incandescent light bulbs because 
they use about 75 percent less 
energy than standard bulbs and 
last up to 10 times longer.  Over 

MKPOA provides many services to Marquez Knolls residents 
with the goal of protecting and improving the quality of life in our 
neighborhood.  While view protection is an important issue, 
neighborhood esthetics, crime awareness, traffic safety,  
property rights information, and the support and retention of our 
local business are  just some of the tasks this organization has 
addressed within the past year.   
 
In addition to the newsletter, you receive e-mails about issues 
affecting our area if you wish to provide your e-mail address. 
You can call or e-mail with questions or concerns.   
 
Dues are $40 per household, and $100 for businesses located 
within the Marquez Knolls boundaries.  Business membership 
includes publication in the MKPOA Business Directory.  
	

%��&�����&�'����������
���(�))
&
��
���
�

MKPOA membership is voluntary, but dues are essential to 
sustain the organization, publish the newsletter, maintain our 
web site, and cover operating  expenses.  If you are not already 
a member, please consider  using the enclosed  membership 
envelop to join or renew.  Your most recent membership year 
appears on top of the  mailing label attached to this newsletter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Haldis Toppel 

Recently the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power 
delivered two free compact 
fluorescent lights (CFLs) to 
h o m e s  i n  o u r 
community.   

These curly Q 
lam ps  a re  now 
replacing the traditional 
incandescent lamps 
because they are more 
energy efficient as well 
as better for the 
environment. 

CFLs were widely 
introduced to California 
during the 2000 energy crisis.  
There was so much demand that 
the lights couldn’t be made fast 
enough.  But after the crisis 
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INCANDESCENT 
LIGHT BULBS 

MINIMUM 
LIGHT OUTPUT 

FLUORESCENT (CFL) 
EQUIVALENT�

WATTS LUMENS WATTS 
40 450 9-13 
60 800 13-15 
75 1,100 18-25 

100 1,600 23-30 
150 2,600 30-55 

the life of the bulb, the electricity 
costs will be about $30.  

It is important to remember 
that CFLs do contain mercury and 
must be disposed of properly.   

While there is not yet one 
location to dispose various items 
in the Palisades, you can make 
one trip with all your hazardous 

and recycled materials to 
the dump and recycling 
plant in Santa Monica.  
It is located at 2411 
Delaware Avenue or you 
can call 310 453-9677 for 
more information.�
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Turn off lights, TVs, computers,  
when you leave a room 

 
Fill your dishwasher efficiently 
and limit the times you run it 

 
Turn off water when you’re 
brushing your teeth and take 

shorter showers 
 

Use compact florescent light 
bulbs—they use 75% less energy 

than incandescent bulbs  
 

Set your thermostat to 78
 in the 
summer (for every degree above 
74 saves 5% on cooling costs) 

 
Only water in the cool morning 

hours or evenings, limit watering 
to every other day 

 
Wash full loads of clothes in the 

coolest possible settings 
 

For more conservation tips: 
�����"��"
��
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MARQUEZ KNOLLS BUSINESS MARQUEZ KNOLLS BUSINESS MARQUEZ KNOLLS BUSINESS 
 

Alicia’s Place Childcare 
670 Via Santa Ynez  �   (310) 459-0750 

Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-5:00pm 

www.alicias-place.com for Loving Care 

Bailey Electric Company 
16640 Marquez Ave. �   (310) 454-5575 

Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-5:00pm 

Residential Electric Service and Repairs 

Ideas Studio 
16650 Marquez Ave. �   (310) 573-7190 

Mon.-Fri. 9:00am-6:00pm Weekends: Parties Only 
Toddler Enrichment, Preschool, Birthday Parties 

Innate Chiropractic 
16624 Marquez Ave. �   (310) 230-1899 

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm 
First Visit $57 (Includes X-rays and adjustment) 

Knolls Pharmacy 
16630 Marquez Ave. �   (310) 454-6000 

Mon.-Fri. 9:00am-6pm Sat. 9:00am-4:00pm   
Serving All Your Prescription Needs 

Moonlight Printing 
670 Via Santa Ynez �  (310) 657-7528 

Mon.-Sat. 8:30am-6:00pm 
www.moolightprinting.com Ask for Avi 

Palisades Heating & Air Conditioning  
16706 Bollinger Drive �   (310) 459-5588 

Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-5:00pm   
Free Filter with Service 

MAX Impact Martial Arts & Fitness 
16632 1/2 Marquez Ave. �   (310) 454-7105 

Mon.-Sat. 9:00am-9:00pm 
Call Now for Your Free Private Lesson! 

Oasis Palisades 
16704 Bollinger Drive �  (310) 454-5855 

Please Call for Appointment 
Spa, Massage, Acupunture, Call for MKPOA Special  

Paws ‘n Claws Grooming Salon 
16634 Marquez Ave.�   (310) 459-2009 

Tues.-Sat. 8:00am-4:30pm  
Come In and Get 10% Off Your First Visit  

Palisades Plumbing  
16626 Marquez Ave.�   (310) 454-5548 

Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-4:30pm  
10% Discount (if Invoice Paid on Day of Service)  

Ronny’s Park Lane Cleaners   
16648 Marquez Ave. �   (310) 454-9789 

Mon.-Fri. 7:00am-6:00pm Sat. 9:00am-5:30pm 
Dry Cleaning (25% off), Alternations, Notary Svc.  

Vittorio’s Restaurant  
16646 Marquez Ave. �   (310) 459-9316 

Tues.-Sun. 4:00pm-10:00pm 
Join Us for Dinner or Take Your Meal Home 

Alper Music School 
707 Jacon Way �   (310) 454-0160 

37 Years of Enthusiastic Students & Happy Parents 
Kids Jazz Band, Private Lessons 

List Your  
Business  

Here 

Marquez Knolls Property Owners Association supports local businesses located 
within the Marquez Knolls community. The merchants listed below are business 
members of MKPOA and share in our vision of protecting and enhancing the 
quality of life in our community.  Many of them offer goods and services to 
Marquez Knolls residents and may require identification for redemption. 
 

This guide is not an endorsement of businesses, rather a resource for MKPOA members 

Offers Valid April 2009-July 2009 

 

Palisades Screen & Glass 
16628 Marquez Ave. �   (310) 459-3596 

Mon.-Fri. 9:00am-4:00pm 
Windows, Mirrors, Screens—Free Estimates 
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with Sylvia’s part-time career in 
Tupperware.  The took on a 
franchise, became corporate staff  
and traveled and lived all over the 
world  for 45 years.  Sylvia retired 
as President of Tupperware 
Canada in 2001.  During the ten 
years they lived in Asia Pacific 
and Canada, the Boyd’s retained 
their Palisades home.  The Boyd’s 
are actively involved in the 
Palisades Presbyterian Church, 
PAPA (July 4th Parade), 
Discovery Shop (American 
Cancer Society) and Las Dorados. 
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Slate of Officers 
Nominated for the 2009-10 MKPOA Board of Directors 

The following MKPOA members have been nominated for the upcoming election of the Board of Directors.  Nominations can be made from the 
floor and are open until the vote is taken at the annual meeting on May 6, 2009.  To be eligible for nomination, an MKPOA member must have 
attended at least two Board meetings in the last three months.  If you wish to be nominated or nominate someone you know, please contact 
Silgia Grassl at 310-454-4438. 

Karin Fintzy 1 has lived in 
Marquez Knolls since 1968 and 
has been a member of the MKPOA 
Board for over 20 years.  She has  
served as Vice President and 
Secretary.  Additional community 
activities include membership on 
the Board of the Pacific Palisades 
Civic League, a PTA officer of the 
elementary, middle and high 
schools. Chamber Music Palisades 
volunteer and a Getty Museum 
docent since 1984.  Her work 
experience includes landscape 
design and real estate sales. 

Janet Turner and her husband 
have lived in Marquez Knolls for 
15 years.  She joined the MKPOA 
Board three years ago.  Janet is a 
Board member of the Pacific 
Palisades Community Council 
(PPCC) Board serving as the area 
representative for Marquez Knolls.  
She has been influential in 
addressing the Marquez School 
traffic problems, and continues to 
work toward a View Protection  
Ordinance.  She regularly reports 
on PPCC activities in the MKPOA 
newsletter (Turner Report). She is 
a TV and movie producer and has 
worked on Showtime’s “A Thin 
Blue Lie”, ABC’s “Abandoned 
and Deceived”, TLCs “Untold 
Stories of the ER” and the History 
Channel series “The States”. 

Sylvia and Jon Boyd 1 are native 
Californian’s who attended high 
school together.  They married 
after graduation while Jon was 
serving in the Marines during the 
Korean War.  The Boyd’s moved 
to the Palisades in 1976. Jon was 
an L.A. fireman and joined forced 

Howard Robinson and his wife 
Kate Lehrman have lived in the 
Marquez Knolls area for 13 years.  
The have two teenage daughters 
who both attend local public 
schools.  Howard has a 
background in construction, urban 
planning and real estate 
development.  He has owned a 
residential development company, 
served as the Real Estate and 
Economic Development manager 
for the City of Santa Monica.  For 
the past 8 years he has run a land 
use consulting firm specializing in 
assisting property and business 
owners in navigating through 
governmental entitlements and 
permit process. Howard and Kate 
are active in several charities and 
environmental groups.  They love 
the f r iend ly smal l  town 
atmosphere and outdoor mountain 
and beach lifestyle of the 
Palisades. 

Silgia Grassl moved with her 
husband and their two children to 
Marquez Knolls in 1976.  They 
have lived in the same house on 
Lachman Lane for more than 30 

years and are now retired.  She 
joined the Board in 2005. 

Sidney (Sid) Galanty has lived in 
Marquez Knolls since 1966 and 
has been a Board member of 
MKPOA for over 10 years.  Sid is 
an advertising specialist, political 
media consultant and seasoned 
d i rec tor  in  broadcast ing, 
television, and political media.  He 
was a consultant to the U.S. 
Army’s Space Program and later 
joined the administration of 
President John F. Kennedy where 
he received the Distinguished 
Government Service Award.  In 
1990 Sid helped create, produce 
and market the “Jane Fonda 
Workout”.  In addition to many 
other industry awards, Sid won the 
Berlin Film Festival award for 
“Seeds of Hope” and Cannes Film 
Festival Award.  He has lectured 
at Yale, Columbia, Lewis & Clark 
and UCLA.  Sid has also provided 
International communications 
consulting in Great Britain and 
Eastern Europe. 

Sandy Wolff has lived in 
Marquez Knolls for 37 years 
where she raised two children 
while earning her MBA in finance 
at UCLA and pursuing a full-time 
career.  In addition to earlier work 
in bank and investments, Sandy’s 
background includes 20 years as a 
corporate executive and consultant 
in strategic planning and business 
development for the health care 
industry.  Sandy now focuses her 
attention on assisting non-profit 
organizations and is currently 
serving as Vice President & Chief 
Development Officer for the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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1 Non Voting Members 
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     Marquez Knolls Home Sales: First Quarter: 2009  vs 2008*  

                                       Brought to you by our Sponsor: Michael Edlen 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

As of Monday, March 23rd, the lowest-priced available home in Marquez Knolls was a 2-bedroom, 1-
bath on Livorno Drive offered at $1,200,000. The highest-priced property is a 5-bedroom, 5.5-bath 
on Donaire Way offered at $3,250,000. The lowest sale price so far this year was a 3-bedroom, 2-
bath on Bienveneda ($1,355,000). The highest sale so far this year was a 3-bedroom, 4-bath on 
Charmel ($2,925,000). 

(Michael Edlen has been a resident of Marquez Knolls for more than 35 years) 

The Edlen Team -- where “Enthusiasm is the Secret of Success” Michael@michaeledlen.com 310 230-7373 

 

Year # of Homes 
Sold 

Median Sales 
Price 

# of Homes 
Available 

2009 (1/1-3/23) 4 $1,805,000 29 

2008 (1/1-3/31) 6 $1,328,025 11 

To Date 33%  36%  163%  

United States Veterans Initiative a 
g o v e r n m e n t - s p o n s o r e d 
organization that provides housing 
and rehabilitation services to 
homeless veterans.   

(Continued from page 6) 

Christy Dennis moved to Pacific 
Palisades two years ago after leaving 
her corporate job with Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company in San 
Francisco.  She served as a company 
spokesperson and later as a manager 
i n  C o r p o r a t e  C u s t o m e r 
Communications.  She is a former 
television news reporter specializing 
in environment and health care.  
Following her TV career she joined a 
non profit land trust organization that 
gained national recognition during 
her tenure. Christy serves as an 
alternate to Janet Turner on the PPCC 
board.  

George Wakalopulos1 has lived in 
Marquez Knolls for 33 years. George 
is an engineer who founded three 
high tech companies, holds more than 
30 patents, and has published 
numerous scientific papers.  He 
developed the world’s most rugged 
electron gun that was used by the 
military for “star wars” lasers, and the 
Min-EB, the world’s smallest, least 
expensive, and lowest voltage 
electron beam vacuum tube. He holds 

an M.S. in Quantum Electronics from 
USC and  a B.S. in Electrical 
Engineering from UCLA.   

Alex Lehrhoff   is the first youth 
member of MKPOA.  He is also on 
the PPCC Board of Directors.  Alex is 
interested in community service and 
politics.  He attends Windward High 
School and is treasurer of Tri-M, an 
organization that promotes musical 
education. 

Lou Del Pozzo has lived in 
Marquez Knolls since 1978.  After  
teaching in Culver City for 30 
years, he went into real estate.  He 
has been a realtor for 20 years.  
Lou holds a B.S. and M.S. in 
Business from UCLA.  Lou has 
two grown children, his son 
attended the Naval Academy in 
Annapolis and his daughter holds 
an MBA from UCLA. 

Jaqueline (Jackie) Lee,  her 
husband and two children have 
owned their home in Marquez 
Knolls for 13 years. She is a senior 
tax manger for SunAmerica 
Affordable Housing in Century 
City.  Jackie was the MKPOA 
Treasurer in the late 1990s and 
resumed that duty last August. 

Haldis and Kurt 1 Toppel moved 
to California from Germany 
separately.  They married in 1976 
and have one son.  Kurt has lived 
on Enchanted Way since 1960.  
His early career was in data 
processing and later he formed his 
own International business 
consulting company.  Kurt has 
received the Palisades Citizen of 
the Year and Golden Sparkplug 
award.  He is past president of 
MKPOA and has served on the 
Board for more than 20 years.  He 
is past Chairman of the Santa 
Monica Red Cross and PPCC. 
Kurt chaired the $1 million 
fundraising drive to build the new 
Palisades Gym. He is currently on 
the Board of P.R.I.D.E.  and an 
advisor to PPCC. 

Haldis recently retired from 20 
years with the City of Los Angeles 
as the Chief Information Security 
Officer.  She has been a chair or 
Board member on a number of 
professional organizations. She 
currently serves as secretary on the 
PPCC Board and was honored 
with the Community Service 
Award last year. She is currently 
serving her second  term as 
president of MKPOA. 

*Statistics based 
on M.L.S. records 
of Single-Family 
residences only 
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P.R.I.D.E. and MKPOA Join Forces to Beautify Median Island  
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       Be a Star:  Ride in the 4th of July Parade 
Imagine yourself 
riding down Sunset 
Blvd in the MKPOA 
car, surrounded by 

20,000 cheering fans in the 
Pacific Palisades 4th of July 
Parade.  As an MKPOA member, 
you can be part of the event.  
For a $100 donation to the 
parade, (four seats available), you 
will get preferential parking, attend 
the pre-parade VIP party, ride 
along the parade route in the 
MKPOA car and waive at your 
friends and neighbors.  Why not 

make it a graduation, birthday, or 
anniversary present. You may 
also walk with the MKPOA banner 
for $25.   
The parade begins with a drop of 
three sky divers, one carrying the 
American Flag.  They land in the 
middle of Sunset Blvd.  Band and 
drum corps, breathtak ing 
equestrian groups, the Marine 
Color Guard and, hopefully this 
year, a fly over are all part of the 
excitement...right down to the 
local pups and kids on bicycles. 
The two hour parade is 60 years 

 

old and one of the largest July 4th 
Parades in California. 
This year’s parade promises to be 
more spectacular than ever. Help 
MKPOA make a presence in this 
patriotic event.  Call MKPOA at 
310  454 -7678  f o r  m ore 
information.�


